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Die rumtinische Violinistin Mihaela Martin
spricht zu Thelma ShiJiin i)ber Geigen, mit
denen sie gespielt hat, und ihre versr:hiede-
ne n Auftr itt sv e r pJlic htung e n.

La violoniste roumaine Mihaela Martin
s'entretient avec Thelma Shifrin sur les vio-
lons avec lesquels elle a joud et sur ses dif-
fAre nt s e nga geme nts musicaux.

Unlike Viktoria Mullova who had cameras
waiting to record her taxi flight from Finland
to Sweden, or Vladimir Feltsman who had
secured a powerful, supportive lobby during
his eight-year plight as a Refusenik in
Moscow. Mihaela Martin's defection from
her native Rumania attracted little publicity.
Her decision not to retum home after a con-
cert tour in 1986 remained private and as

such, did nothing to boost her new career in
the West.

'My husband, a medical doctor, is of
German origin, which is why we settled in
West Germany. I did not anticipate how trau-
matic it would be to leave my counffy, not to
be able to retum. There are many things deep
inside us of which we are not aware. I was
used to travelling and thought this would be

the same but it's not. Now I have to face the
feeling that I will miss something all my life:
the sense of home. In a way, it's good that I
did not expect it because it might have pre-
vented me from leaving.'

Our interview took place aboard a flight
from Vaasa via Turku to Stockholm, at the
conclusion of the Korsholm Music Festival in
Vaasa, Finland, where we had met earlier in
the week. Martin's participation in the festival
was nothing short of sensational, particularly
her fiery rendering of Sarasate's Introduction
andTarantella for violin and piano Op.43, in
which she was strongly supported by the
French pianist Christian Ivaldi, and in the
same composer's Navarra for two violins and
piano Op.33, in which Martin and festival
director Dmitry Sitkovetsky paced each other
note by note throughout the work - a duo per-
formance of breathtaking virtuosity. Martin Mihaela Martin
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