Born to swing

Sorab Modi remcmbers the sparkling carcer ol Stéphanc Grappelli,

the genial French violinist swwho transformed jazz with his individual stvle

Wphane Grappelli was Tor me a ligore ol mythic

ditnension, T had heard his records with the Tegendar

Cuintette du ot Clal de France, with jacamen such

as Oaear Petersom, Georpe Shearing, Bamey Kessel,

Tools Thiclensans and others, T even Licd, ol witly
despairingly litthe success, t recreate his phrasing, stele and
inimitalile sense of vhvtbm o a few jazz standards, Crappelli
brough! to s cvery performance o tremendous foie and cver-
vinnthfnl vitaditv, British-horn juse eritie Leonard Feather said
thit the violinist plaved with more cheerful self-econfidence in his
late fills than he had done in hisvonth.

I first el Grappelli wller w session al @ Washinglon, DC
might-clul in 198 1 and was overwhelmed by his warnm and genial
persanaliti Yes, s achisvements over B vears of music hadd giv-
en hin anavva of invincibility, vet here was the gentlest of giants,
Thiet first meeting led o seversl moere. These included his 1550
Indiavistt for the jaer testival ez Yatra There, apart from play-
ing with his rhyvthm section. the 52 vear old, alwavs in search ol
LEW EAPCTICIIS willh the  Tudiun
Submriznaniurn and Indian percussionists to create some magicul

leauned  up violinisl
mrrments e moved bebween the ditterent stvles with easy and
atberly vomacable musical refinement, Svbramaniam  was
alwarvs wnnized by Cruppelli's eugermess to reach for new expres-
siom and recalls that, "For onr encounter in Bombay 1 wrate
Concersediva and he in his tuen ecamposed Trifaete fo Mani. He
was wsuprese tusiciaand T respect his memors

Crappelli wis o lbogely selfstmght muosician. With his
mmaic-loving father hewent to concerts in Pavis and bis ears were
awabened o mosic He craved to make music himsell and when
he was given aviolin by his futher he recalled: "We hud a pianoin
the Bonse and oamse mvselt | stated to play the volin and pick
cul some chords on the piane.” The voungsler also heard strect
msivians who were plaving popular songs wnd T tried W odo the
sine nselt using one or twa fingers on the violing YWe were not
rich and 1did nat have mueh pockel money, [ saw the muosicians
plaving in the courtvard and carning,” S0 one day he decided to
follesw their econple wnd began to earn money himself.

Fnconrazed e Bis father to learn mnsic, Crappelli erralled at
the Paris Conservatoire and acquived adiplama, Buttocarnaliving
L ook wjole as second lddle witls wosilent-llm pil group, They
played the shorars at Z2pm and Spim and a plandst ploced the Spm
shinw, One cdav the planistasked Grappelli fo deputize for lim, "This
happencd again and again, That's how I learned te play the pians,

The piano becume Crappelli's other love and tor three or fonr

vicars [rom 1927 he discarded his vielin and plaved the piano with
brands such as Crégor and his Crégoriens. According te the
composer, indlewder and mnlt-instrmnentalist Benmy Carter,
wha fivst plaved with Grappelli in 1937, "His piano plaving was
Torvelv, . like evers thing B Lus ever done i was Dngood Lasle”
Crragapeelli Jor 7,
thromgh hearing vecordings of
Tew e Tieo aud Stenelding in a
loeal shop and he introduesd

chiscmvered

Stundsling to the cinema pit
band, bat it was his mecting
wilhi e gvpsy guitarist Djungo
Reinbadt  that changed  the

courses ol his  jazz carcen
Cerappelli atiributes the hegin-
ning of their funed  colla
boration fo fateo 1E hapnened
between sels al a holel where
gach wus pluving in bands that
alternated. Crappelli brnle a
stiing and woent baclstage o
replace il While he was e
out the new siring Reinbardt

bean to aceompany him on his

‘Stéphane was a
supreme artist

auilar, These caddy msical doo-
dlings plewsed Uem and they
play  behveern
brealks. Soon guitarvisl  Roge
Chaput and bassist Louis Vil
joined them. as did Reinhawdts

continmed o

hecause he had the
tone and the beauty
of a classical violinist
but the swing

of a jazz violinist.’

lrothenr Joseph. On 2 Diecember
1954 e group plaved its (it
it et U et Cluls i Pearis ol
the Cmintette du et Cliab de

Franee was Lo The O

began recording, and some ol its carly culs included Dk,
Tigseer Heage, Leeelip Bee Clisoed il 4 Sene Sters. 10 was soon hedled as
delivering the fivst independent Eurapean jarz shele,

The dises that nllwed those cady reenrdines inoa steady
slrewrn fur sume fve vears were inlerrupled by World War 10
Cranpelli spent the war vears in England, doarng which time
he collabovaled with musicians including the pianis! George
Shearing, ITe and Beinbardl wore reunited in London in
FHE and recorded Lo Marseillaie, mnsic fitting tor @ new o



