With his patience and positive
attitude, James Durrant
gets straight to the nub of
his students’ problems.
Tully Potter talks to Scotland’s
favourite viola feacher
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But for a caprice of fate that made
hirm & musician wilth ears that could
ool Lolerale Nving, James Currant’s
career might have laken him to all
corners of the globe. As itbwas, he
settled for Mluminaling one cormer,
And, as player and leacher, he has
done more for the wiola in Scotland
than anvenc. You could even say
that Trurrant, an Fnglishman, his
made up [or the fact that the most
celebraled Sools violist, William
Primeose, did nol take up the
instrument until he had long
shaken the duslof his nabive land
off his feet.

1t wrould be casy to depict [imrmny
Durrant as an cecentric, especially
if vou hawve seon him on the concert
platform. He plays a battered
modern viola (by Cilovanni Balh
Morassi, Cremana, 19740 which he
ran over in his car 22 years ago
having left the case on the ground;
arwl in his performing days a party
piece was Sounds Around, by his
friend Ldward McGuire, in which
the stage was strown with all
manner of houschold viensils
many of them manipulated by his
wife Dawr, a former percussionist.

Lhe two of them live in an enor-
mous old house in Glasgow, fall of
rooms packed with clocks and
vutlandish bric-a-brac. Peaple come
and go constantly, Only one of the
four Durrant aifspring, cellisl
Laura, is usually inresidence hut
von can fall over her praclising in
vme roor, while in althers MeCuire
is busy on his latest worle, Durrani

in giving a lesson, Dawn is orpanis-
ing her manifold aclivities, and
varivus other rooms are accupi
by students, When the TDurranis
move aut lates this vear, aller 30
vedrs in the place, il will e the end
wf one ers —bul knowing fimmy,
evenat 75 he has several more oras
within his capabilitics. For Uhis man
is far from being an coconlric. His
lite has been Luill o unremiltling
hard work thal sl talkes kim out of
the hwouse five davs a week (o leach,
coach or conduct al the Dauglas
Avademy, St Mare's Music Schiool
in Beinburgh, Hulchinson's
Grammar School and the Reyal
Scottish Academy of Music and
Drrama (RSAMTY), His sccrel is thal
whatever he does, he cnjoys it
Born in Bournemouth an
23 Movember 1929, Durrani st
the violin at eight although he sa s
that “there was no musicin the
family’. Durrant Senior died the
same year but on his dealhbed he
said that [immy must carry on with
his music. Durrant recalls the early
days: My teacher-was Cocil While
of the Bournemouth Symphany
Urchestra, who gave me a very
zood grounding, My mother could
only afford half an hour but my
lessaom would last a whoele evening”
urrant had to leave scheol al 14
ke go to work; but the music
continued. "Cecil would gel me
into the pit at the Pavilion, where
they did ballets, shows and
comeerts,” he remenbers,
‘Frederick Grinke came to play
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