Lonusk have come as somching ot

a cald shower when Carl Flesch

told Yfrah Neaman's mother that

L thought her son was destined

o become an excellent leacher
What highly tulenled youngster wlo for
vears had been spurved om by the
thought of heing idolised as u concert
artist would sellle for that?

But Flesel's iuslinets were right:
Neaman has enme to be regarded as
“ome of the [inest virtuosos, musicians
and pedagogues of our time, o guole
Franca Gulli of Indiana Universityw
Now close o his TSth birthdwe and
hased  predominantly  at Londons
Cuildhall School of Music and Drama,
he radiates nnusual encrgy and vouth-
fulness, driven, he savs, by a passion lor
passing on fine violin playing’. ITis
apright, alert manner roveals charm
mixed wilh a touch of finpalivoce — a
man whose life is mled by oa strict
Lirnetalle and worldwide commitments,

Neaman is in ne doubt that he
woulidn't have become the teacher b is
now without wide cxperienee as i per-
lormer. Some of his earlics! concerts
toole place at the Nutional Gullery in
Lemdon, T T L't had to commnni-
cale with large raincoaled andiences
sitting in the eold munching sandwich-
s | might nol have progressed as well

as Delid, e veculls plaving in hnspitals
and shelters during the London hlite
and has never [orgotten one paticul who
cricd ont when he lelt "When 1 zet oul
of here Tl g0 to concerls. ve never
hewrd clussical msic before!” He is sive
that such occasions helped him Lo
aaler the art of perfurmanes.
Nean's father was o headmaster
and Biblical sehiolar, which might help
Ly cxplain his son's meticulons, method-
ical nature. (There are no (ewer than
eightl puirs al slippers in lis colrance
hall, which his pupils ave tooprt o o
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protecl my s from their lwaincrs.
There is wlso o carelnlly folded white
handleerehict placed across the bellv of
his 1724 Stracivari to protoet the var
nish from resingd Yfrah's training began
in Palestine swhen he was siv with Yuriv
Eerahi. & pupil of Toachin’s, He made
sood progress and in 1932 wenl will his
parents to study in France, "This was the
Lime when Jewish Lamilics made the
nbinasl saccilices for their children to
escape their rcalment as an nnderelass,
Maost vinlin students were then Jewish
which seems to have been a bid to be

treated as (ull citizens; in the arls one
wias treated ws a boman being,”

He sugzests that a similar shrving for
respecl and independence may help o
cvplain the prodominance of fomale
violinists in Japan. In & masterclass he
gave in Japan there were 4 hoys and 49
girls, N there are far fewer voung
Tewish plavers und vast mumbers of
plavers Trom the Tar East, all with great
techuigues and a completely dilfevent
ritlank — the production of @ suleable
product from the starl,”

Tn England’, he sowes, ‘this is a
controversial topie, one onowhich it is
dillicult to be politicallv enrect. Masl
Brilish yvonng violinists do oot have a
whaolesome lechnine, 1t is just as bad
in Germuny, less so with the Irench



